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  The 2005 Greater Flint Afro-American Hall of Fame committee is proud to announce the induction of eight new inductee’s into this years Hall of Fame.  The tireless work that goes on behind the scenes by Chairman Jerrold Moore, Norm Bryant and the rest of the selection committee seemed worth the effort, especially after attracting one of the largest crowds ever at this year’s reception.

  The newly inducted members into the 21st annual Hall of Fame include Terry Furlow, Shelly Sparks Category Basketball.  Judy Tucker, Ricky Patton Category Multiple Sports.  Alphonzo Collins, Mose Rison Jr. along with Cliff Turner Category Multiple Sports/Coaching.  John Matthews Category Wrestling.

  Furlow a product of Flint Northern’s 1972 state championship undefeated basketball team went on to Michigan State and was named All-American (1975-76).  His career ultimately led him to the NBA for three plus seasons after being picked in the first round by the Philadelphia 76ers.

  Shelly Sparks a 1981 graduate of Beecher high school was an all-state basketball player for three consecutive years and led her team to three straight conference championships and ultimately the Class B championship.  Sparks went on to Southern University and in 1984-85 seasons was all SWAC second team.

  Judy Tucker was outstanding in Basketball and Track at Flint Northern.  Tucker never lost a basketball game while at Northern winning 75 consecutive games and three state championships.  In track & field Tucker was on three state championship teams while her team went undefeated and never lost a track meet.  Tucker went on to Syracuse University and University of Washington.

  Ricky Patton was an All-State football player at Southwestern High and a standout sprinter on the track team.  Patton attended College at Farris State before transferring to Jackson State College where he earned all American honors.  Patton’s football career led him to the NFL Atlanta Falcons, Green Bay Packers, San Francisco 49ers.  The highlight of his career was when he went to the Super Bowl (16), which his team won, and he was the leading rusher.

  Alphonzo Collins (wrestling) was a city and valley champion along with a state runner up while at Flint Northern.  Collins also played football (honorable mention Saginaw Valley) and a member of the track team.

  Collins (wrestling) was head coach at Northern for 14 years where he won 12 City Championships, 3 Saginaw Valley Championships 2 Regional titles and 4 District titles.  In 1995 Collins was the first Black wrestling coach to win a state title in wrestling.

  Mose Rison Jr. excelled in three sports (football, basketball and track) at Beecher.  Rison went on to College at CMU in 1974 where he played football.  His coaching career began in high school and then at the U.S. Naval Academy for 2 years.  Rison also coached at Stanford University and New York Jets.  Finally he coached at University of Arizona for 1 year.

  Cliff Turner was the first Black high school head coach (Central Basketball 1969-79 and Girls Track 1974 which he helped start on a State level) outside the Detroit area in the state of Michigan in any sport.  Turner’s great work ethic helped land him in the hall of fame.  Turner said, “After a year of working in the foundry in Benton Harbor while at Hillsdale college prompted him to do better and not get another C grade in school for five semesters.”  Turner specializes in teaching basketball fundamentals decision-making, shooting and moves.  In 1992 Turner became director of Basketball operations for the Flint School system and now retired still volunteers with the Central girls basketball program along with being a community volunteer.

  John Matthews was an outstanding wrestler at Flint Central.  At CMU Matthews he was a mid-American conference champion.  Matthews was also a member of two U.S. Olympic teams.

