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  The 2006 Greater Flint Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame has eight new members being added to this year’s sports Hall of Fame.  The 2006 Inductees include Multi-Sports stars Moses Lacy, Michael Miller, Willie Polk Jr. and Dwayne Strozier.  Tonya Edwards and Harry Jackson (Basketball), Edwin Goosby (Bowling) and Carl Banks (Football).

  This 22nd Annual induction is highlighted by the induction of one of the most impressive coaching figures the Flint area has known.  As assistant coach at Beecher high school Lacy helped win four big 9 championships and one Class B State Championship.

  Then as head coach (1978-1993) Lacy won nine Big 9 conference championships and two Class B State championships in his 15-year career. A high light of his career was from 1985 to 1990 when Lacy racked up 59 straight Big 9 conference wins.

  Al Bowen a Beecher Buccaneer from 1982-84 said, “Coach Lacy saw me playing in junior high and told me to come to practice when I reached high school.  Coach Lacy was a father figure to all of us and I liked his toughness.  We all respected him.  You must know whom you are going to battle with.  I was also impressed with his work ethic and when it came time for scholarships he always went to bat for us.”

  Also in the Multiple Sports category is Carl Banks an All-State football player from Beecher High School who was chosen to play by coach Lacy from the Summit Middle School playgrounds.  Banks won a scholarship to play football at Michigan State where he excelled to the status of all American and All Big Ten three times.  Banks highlight in college was when he won the Dick Butkus Award as the nations top lineman.  Banks went on to stardom in the National Football league with the New York Giants and ultimately to the 1986 Super Bowl win over Denver.

  Michael Miller one of two Multiple Sports figures from Flint Northern.  Miller excelled in Football (all-city, all-valley) and Track (all-state, all-american).  In college at the University of Tennessee Miller was on the U.S. team in 1981 and 1982 and was named one of the top five sprinters in the world in 1982.  Miller played professionally in the National Football league with four teams including the Green Bay Packers and the Canadian Football League.

  Rounding out the Multiple Sports stars is Willie Polk, Jr. who has been considered as one of Flint Northern’s all time great sprinters.  While at Northern Polk won All City, All Valley, and All State honors in 1968-69.  The highlight of his high school career came in 1969 when won the 100-yard dash and placed 2nd in the 220 to qualify for the National track meet in Minnesota, which he also won.  After high school Polk attended Texas Southern University on a full scholarship and received the National Championship Award from 1970 to 1973.  His most memorable moment was when he won in the Munich relays with Robert Taylor, Rodney Milburn and Fred Newhouse.  He also won the 220-yard dash in the 1970 NAIA national meet.

  Dwayne Strozier a former Powers Catholic Track and Field inductee has laid claim to be titled the greatest high school sprinter in Flint area history.  Strozier shattered two long standing Class B records in the 100-yard dash (9.5) and the 220-yard dash (20.8) that still stand today.  In 1974 Strozier established himself as the man to catch in the record books when he won the 100-yard dash with a winning time of 9.6 and anchored the 880-yard relay with an amazing time of 21.3 in the Class B regional.

  Tonya Edwards an Inductee in Basketball/Coaching helped guide the Northwestern Wildcats to back-to-back State championships in 1983-84.  Edwards was all state twice and was named to the high school girls All American Team in her senior year.  Edwards attended University of Tennessee where she was the most valuable player in the NCAA Women’s Tournament in 1987.  Edwards went on to an outstanding coaching career from 1991 to 1994.  During her tenure at Flint Northwestern Edwards won a state championship as a coach and ultimately was named coach of the year.

  In her professional career from 1999 to 2003 Edwards was a member of the WNBA all Star team in 1999.

  Last in the category of Basketball was Elm Parks very own Harry B. Jackson who made the Saginaw Valley all Star team in his senior year at Flint Southwestern.  Jackson went on to Mott College where he was the leading scorer, leading rebounder and team MVP in 1973.  He was also named to the all Tourament Team Region XII Tournament and voted Athlete of the year.

  Jackson finished his career at Central State University where he was leading scorer and rebounder and voted the team MVP for the 1974-75 season.  Also in the 1974-75 season Jackson was all NAIA District 22 first team and honorable mention NAIA All American.

  The final inductee in the category of Bowling is Edwin Goosby.  Goosby holds the distinction of being only one of thirteen area bowlers to roll two 300 games in the same series.  During this series Goosby rolled an incredible 846 series to break the house record.  He also holds the season record for 300 games with nine.  Goosby is one of thirteen men who have won the Fred Runnells Bowler of the year award more than once.  Goosby went on to qualify for the Flint All Star team four times in his career.  He also is the Flint area career leader in 300 games (54) and 800 series (36).

  The Induction ceremony will be held February 26, 2006 at 4:00 PM at Bonaparte’s.

