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  In this years Fall-Winter Sports Banquet held on May 01, 2008 head coach/athletic director Courtney Hawkins took the opportunity to recognize and inform student athletes about the pitfalls of playing one sport.  Hawkins was able to hammered home his message with the help of guest speaker and former student Ernest Stewart.    

  Stewart graduated in 1988 where he won all-state honors in football, basketball and went on to Michigan State on a full ride scholarship and ultimately all over the world playing football.  Currently, Stewart is assistant Director of People Personnel for the city of Flint.     

  Stewart reflected on his rise to fame from junior high to high school sports.  According to Stewart his first love was basketball but he received a rude awakening when he was put on the varsity basketball team as a freshman and then told that all the varsity basketball players had to play football.  

  The eye opener he received was from former Beecher coaching legion Moses Lacy (head coach 1978-1993 basketball) and (assistant coach 1974-1998 football).  Lacy’s message resonated loud and clear. “If you want to make money playing sports you must also play football.” 

   This was the message brought to the student athletes by Stewart.  Stewart was a product of the 1985-88 Beecher teams that were known for going to the state championships. 

   Stewart pointed out that college coaches want multiple sports players so if you are talented you need to try other sports.  He also told players that they must build on this year’s successful accomplishment of making the playoffs in football (first time since 1993) and basketball (state finals first time since 1988).

