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  Entering 25 years of showcasing Flint area sports talents including Special Service and Student Achievement Awardees, the Greater Flint Afro-American Hall of Fame announced this years seven new nominee’s. During this years announcement reception the new selections included two Multiple Sports Stars, two Basketballs, and one each from Wrestling, Football and Boxing (coach/trainer). 

  Included in this year’s proud new list of inductee’s is Multiple Sports stars Tanya C. (Thomas) Stokes and Ricky Taylor.  Stokes was a two sports star at Northern, playing on three of four straight state championship teams that dominated in Girls Class A Basketball (1978-81, a Michigan first).  Stokes was honored with the Flint Optimist Club Award “Women Athlete of the Year” and Named Outstanding Athlete of the year by the Flint Exchange Club. Along with her teammates Stokes was well known for her jumping, stealing, rebounding and layup’s on the court.

  Stokes, her team and coach were all inducted into the Greater Flint Sports Hall of Fame in 2002.  Stokes also excelled in volleyball where she was named All City and to the All Star Saginaw Valley Conference Volleyball team.

  Taylor a two sports star (Football, Basketball) at Southwestern High School won first team honors (All Valley basketball 1971-72) along with honorable mention (All State football 1971-72).

  During his college years at Miami University in Ohio Taylor was All MAC tight end along with winning most outstanding lineman award in 1975.  At Miami University Taylor played on three consecutive MAC championship teams 1973-74-75 amassing a 32-1-1 record and three Tangerine Bowl appearances to help create the best record in school history.

  Eric Turner made his mark as a three-year starter at point guard on Flint Central’s basketball team and played on one of the states greatest teams ever (28-0).  Turner’s honors during high school included making the UPI All State Team, International MVP Award.

  He also was named to the St. Petersburg Times Team and played in the Russell Roundball Classic.  In his senior year Turner was runner-up for Michigan High School Mr. Basketball and was named to McDonald’s All American Team.

  Turner went on to play his college ball at University of Michigan where he was named captain in 1983-84 while building a 24-9 record and attained a second place finish in the NIT championship.

  In 1984 Turner was drafted in the second round (8th) to the Detroit Pistons.

  Barry W. Stevens a graduate of Northwestern high represents another outstanding basketball inductee who averaged an amazing 27.3 points in his senior year.  Stevens was named to the Saginaw Valley Conference all Star Team, All City Basketball Team, and UPI All State Cage team.

  During college at Iowa State Stevens established a single game scoring mark with 47-points and went on to lead Iowa to its first NCAA berth since 1944 in 1985.  Stevens highlighted his college career with being selected all Big Eight 1984 and 1985 and ended his college career as Iowa State Cyclone’s all time leading scorer.  He was the first Cyclone to reach 2,000 points (2190) in four years.

  Stevens went on to play professionally after being selected in the second round of the NBA draft by the Denver Nuggets.

  Amos Goodlow another Northwestern graduate began his wrestling career at Longfellow Jr. High with a record of 29-0 and was City, Valley and Regional champ each year from 1973-75 at Northwestern High School.  In 1974 Goodlow ran off an impressive (32-0) and 1975 (42-0) while helping extend his winning streak to 120 consecutive matches.  Goodlow attended college at University of Michigan where he was Big Ten Champ (126 pounds) and achieved All American status two years while at Michigan.  He also became the first wrestler from Michigan to win the National Championship in Greco Roman at 123 pounds.  Goodlow ended his career in wrestling coaching at Morgan State University, Calvert Hill, Baltimore, Maryland and Hardin University High, Charlotte, North Carolina.

  Donnie McGhee was a most outstanding lineman at Northwestern high where his defensive team held opponents to 4.9 points per game including five shutouts during the season.  McGhee was named in a scholastic magazine 95 member All American Football for 1965 and the Detroit Free Press High School Football Team.

  During his college career at the University of Nebraska McGhee played on the 1970 National Championship team.

  Rose Byrd a licensed boxing coach became one of the first two female boxing coaches in the nation.  Byrd worked City, Regional, State and national tournaments before serving as team manager for the 1986 Region V United States Boxing Federation Tournament.

  In 1988 Byrd worked the Olympic Qualifying Tournament assisting her husband Joe Byrd where her five sons and daughter Tracy became two times world boxing champions.  Byrd also has worked the corner of her son Chris who won the WBO in Germany, (IBF) and the World Championship in Atlantic City.

