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  The Beecher Buccaneers 3-0 remained undefeated tonight after a hard fought two- touchdown victory over the Northwestern-Edison Wildcats at Russ Reynolds stadium.  Beecher behind a solid defensive effort along with the running of Torrey Cordell and the passing of sophomore quarterback Antwan Burks kept the Wildcats playing catch-up all night.

  The Buccaneers first discovered pay dirt in the last two minutes of the first quarter after marching down the field with a four play 50-yard drive that ended with 0:06 seconds left on the clock.  Junior running back Rick Fleming finished off three straight Cordell runs with a 21-yard run when he burst through a gang of Northwestern tacklers and raced down the sideline for the score.

  Beecher increased the lead in the 2nd quarter with 6:24 to go.  The Buccaneers found the right mixture of running and passing to power their way 54-yard in six plays.

  On the final play of the drive Cordell danced his way up the middle eluding tacklers 26-yards for the score.  A two-point conversion around the right end gave Beecher a 14-point lead.

  Northwestern finally got its offense untracked in the last 6:15 of the half with a 65-yard drive to cut the lead to 6-points.  Wildcat quarterback Travon Mitchell finally penetrated a stubborn Buccaneer defense with 2:26 remaining.

  Wide receiver Derrick Hunt got loose behind the linebackers and hauled in a 36-yard catch and run to get on the scoreboard.  A 2-point conversion to the corner of the end zone by Junior Willis Arrington cut Beecher’s lead to 6-points.

  Then the Buccaneers regained their momentum on the next drive after a good run back by Cordell to their own 36-yard line.  On the first play of the drive wide receiver D’Marius Houston capitalized on a batted ball deep in Northwestern territory and raced the last 11-yards untouched with 1:31 left for the score.  A Fleming run up the middle for the 2-point conversion capped the drive with Beecher regaining their 14-point lead.

  Northwestern remained within striking distance however after scoring again with 0:39 left in the half.  The Wildcats marched 55-yards in less than a minute.

  The big play of the drive was a 42-yard pass play to Arrington that put the ball on the 3-yard line.  On the final play of the drive Montra Magee powered the ball up the middle for the score cutting the lead back to 8-points.

  In the 4th quarter the Buccaneers defense came up big with less than nine minutes remaining after a quarterback sack on fourth and five.

  Then Beecher put the game on ice in the final three minutes with their fourth touchdown of the game.  The Buccaneers were able to chew up valuable minutes with a 12-play drive.  On the last play of the drive with 2:25 to go a 2-yard run by Devonte Terry almost put the game out of reach.

  Head coach Courtney Hawkins said, “Both teams played hard but the key to victory tonight was his team made more plays down the stretch.”  He also said, that Northwestern did a hell of a job keeping us from doing what we like to do run down the edge.

