CARMAN-AINSWORTH HOLDS OFF GRAND BLANC
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  The Carman-Ainsworth (C/A) Cavaliers (14-3 Big 9, 7-2 overall) capture a share of the Big 9 tonight when they held off the Grand Blanc (GB) Bobcats with a hard fought 45-40 win at the Cavaliers gym.  (C/A) averted another come from behind loss to the Bobcats after squandering a 23-point lead in their first meeting (47-46 on January 15th 2008).

  (C/A)’s Reggie Stallings scored the first basket of the game but the lead didn’t last long.  The Bobcats were able to wipe out the lead in the first two minutes after a 3-point basket by sophomore William Sams III and held on to the lead for the rest of the quarter.

  (GB) neutralized the Cavaliers rebounding advantage hitting seven of nine attempts from the outside including three, three pointers.  By the end of the quarter a three pointer at the buzzer by Bobcat sophomore Tony Jones (7th –point of the quarter) equaled (GB)’s largest lead 4-points.  Stalling led the Cavaliers with 6-points.

  (C/A) stepped up their defensive pressure in the 2nd quarter and almost wiped out the lead.  The Bobcats were on a roll with an 8-point lead and less than four to go after holding the Cavaliers scoreless for the first two minutes.

  A driving lay up by Jones gave the Bobcat the big lead.  Then (C/A) got back into the game with a 6-0 run that ended with a Jon Lee length of the floor driving lay up with less than two minutes left on the clock.

  The Cavaliers took advantage of four (GB) turnovers in 6 attempts to cut the lead to 2-points where the score remained till the end of the quarter.  (C/A) was clogging the passing lanes to help disrupt the Bobcat offense.

  In the 3rd quarter (GB) built a 5-point lead with less than three minutes left in the quarter behind the outside shooting of Adrian Hunter.  The Bobcats were helped by Cavalier turnovers and out of control shot attempts inside the paint.

  (C/A)’s backcourt was powering the ball into the paint to capitalize on their height advantage but too many off balance shots left them playing catch up for the entire quarter.  The Cavaliers settled down by the end of the quarter behind the inside play of sophomore Demondre Chapman and Terrance Keaton.  A Keaton basket with 1:01 remaining tied the score.  The quarter ended after a Jones free throw with the Bobcats holding a slim 1-point lead.

  (C/A) took over in the last four minutes of the 4th quarter after overcoming five lead changes to take the lead for good.  Kieon Arkwright ignited the Cavaliers offense when he drove down the base line and double pumped a reverse lay up with 3:19 left for a 3-point lead.

  (GB) cut the lead to 1-point with 0:33 left on the clock but down the stretch it was the play of Stallings that sealed the deal.  Two Stallings free throws with 0:09 in the game brought the fans out the bleachers with (C/A) holding a 3-point lead.  The game ended after a Stallings basket and the Cavaliers holding 5-point lead.

  Demondre Chapman led (C/A) with game high 15-points and Reggie Stallings collected 11-points 12 rebounds.  Jon Lee added 9 rebounds.

  Adrian Hunter led (GB) with 14-points 6 rebounds and Tony Jones added in 13-points.  

