DELTA COLLEGE PIONEERS DEFEAT MOTT WOMEN
January 16, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Delta College Pioneers Women (5-2 conference, 7-9 overall) defeat Mott Women (5-2 conference, 9-7 overall) Bears basketball team 78-69 tonight at Ballenger fieldhouse.  Delta extended its win streak to three games in their quest to climb back to .500 at the expense to the Bears who had their win streak stopped at one game.

  Delta capitalized on a sluggish start by both teams to build a double-digit lead in the first seven minutes of the game.  The Pioneers opened helped by an 11-0 run with 13:58 to go.  Jessica Ledy and Katelyn Michell both led Delta’s offense with nine of the Pioneers points.

  Delta took advantage of Mott’s poor shooting and too many turnovers along with holding the Bears to one shot on the offensive glass to help pull away.  The Pioneers remained in control for the rest of the half building a 16-point lead in the last six minutes.

  Delta was able to build the big lead helped by a 6-0 run with 5:18 remaining.  An Ashley Stelter driving lay up ended the run.

  Then the Bears finally got their offense untracked when Kasandra Lee came off the bench and sparked a 6-0 Mott run.  The Bears stepped up the defensive pressure and their shots started to fall.

  Mott continued its solid defensive effort and managed to cut the lead to 1-point in the last thirty seconds of the half.  The Bears used an 8-0 run to help themselves get back into the game.

  Sheria Hatcher teamed with Raqual Reaves to score all of Mott’s points during the run.  The half ended after a short jumper by the Pioneers Carrie Fritzler and Delta holding a 3-point lead.

  In the 2nd half the Pioneers fought their way past four lead changes and two ties to build the largest lead of the half 10-points with less than five minutes left in the game.  A Ledy driving lay up with 4:19 to go gave Delta the double-digit lead.

  The Pioneers had their fast break in high gear and on defense Delta used great hustle along with clogging Mott’s passing lanes.  The game came to a close with the Pioneers in control with a 9-point spread for the victory.

  Both Ashley Stelter and Deanna Doede each led Delta with 16-points and Rhonda Gusa chipped in 12.  Jessica Ledy added 11-points.

  Sheria Hatcher led Mott with game high 25-points 9 rebounds and Nicole Holmes added 13-points 7 assists

