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The Greater Flint Afro-American Hall of Fame Committee began the 2002 year Black History Month with seven new inductee’s.  This years list includes Denise Allen, Arnold Brown, Craig Coney, Linnell Jones McKenney, Craig Metcafe, Paul Stokes and Billy Viverette.

   Allen joins Jones McKenney as the 5th and 6th female inductee’s into the Sports Hall of Fame.  Stella (Williams) Robinson was the first.  Allen starred in basketball and volleyball at Northwestern (1974-77).

   Jones McKenney was outstanding in track and field along with basketball at Northwestern (1974-76).  Jones McKenney the first women professional basketball from Flint said, “I thank god for the accomplishments I have achieved.” Jones McKenney played women’s Professional basketball in Europe where she was first of fifteen Americans chosen for the European league. 

   Arnold Brown is one of three men multiple sports star’s in this year’s induction.  Brown joins Coney and Metcalf as Flint athlete’s who starred in more than one sport.  Brown a state champion wrestler was also a starter on offense and defense on the 1962 football team.  

   Brown’s other highlight in his career came in bowling as a member of the National Bowling Association. Brown rolled two 300 games (1997 & 1999) along with high series high of (808 & 803) in 1996.

   Coney who starred at Central, Oakland University and the City Class AA Recreation League in Basketball also won 14 table tennis championships at Ballenger Field House along with a gold medal in Flint Olympian games.  Coney won first place seven out of eight times in pre Flint Olympian meets enroute to the Olympian title.

   Metcalfe a three sports star in Class D (1961-62) at St. Matthews earned all state honors in Football and basketball.  Metcalfe also excelled in baseball with a 338 batting average.  Metcalfe’s accomplishments led to him being awarded a scholarship from the National Association of Negro and Professional Women’s Clubs in 1962, to attend Central State College at Wilberforce, Ohio.

   Stokes who thanked the Afro American Hall of Fame for inducting him excelled in basketball at Central in 1967-68.  Stokes once broke the MHSAA single season scoring record of 44-points in 1968.  Stokes also starred at Flint Junior College (Mott).

   Viverette excelled in Wrestling at Northern for three years compiling an amazing 72-2-1 record.  In 1964 Viverette won the state title.  Viverette also continued his wrestling career at Flint Junior College along with Eastern Michigan University where he achieved a 64-4 record.  Viverette considered it an honor to be inducted with the other Flint area athletes.

