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   In the third round of the 2001 Buick Open Kenny Perry matched his second round 64 to grab a 5-stroke lead going into the final round.  Perry overcame a seventh hole bogey and a 2-stroke Justin Leonard lead to grab the commanding lead.

   According to Perry who hasn’t won a tournament in five years, “After a birdie on 11 I was off to a great start on the back nine.  Then 16 woke me back up and I had the killer instinct after the eagle on 16.”  Perry birdied 11, 12, and 15, eagled 16 and registered birdies on 17 and 18 to pull away from the pack.  On 16 Perry came out the sand trap with a perfect chip shot that rolled to the hole and rattled in.

   Perry felt that the key to his whole round was that he kept driving the fairway.  He also said, “He plans to play Sunday like he did today and not try and play safe.”

   Perry has the big lead over Padraig Harrington (65) and Jim Furyk 66 at 199.  Chris DiMarco (65) Bob Tway (67) and 1996 champion Justin Leonard who shot a (63) all at 200. 

   After firing a 35 on the front nine Perry equaled his front nine score of 29 on the back nine for his great round and 54 hole Buick Open record.

