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   Kenny Perry walked away with the $558,000 top prize in the 2001 Buick Open at Warwick Hills in Grand Blanc.  With the win Perry’s earning on the tour this year surpassed the million mark for the first time in his fifteen-year career.

   Perry’s winnings totaled $1,433,351 and $7,275,700 PGA career earnings.  Prior to this years tournament Perry’s best finish in nine attempts at Warwick Hills was tied for 11th in 1987 and 1995.  On the tour, his last win was also in 1995 at the Bob Hope Chrysler Classic.  Since that win Perry has registered 163 PGA Tour starts without a victory.

   According to Perry, “Billy Mayfair’s tournament course record of 61 earlier in the day had him thinking he really had to shoot a good round to win.”

   Perry who won both the second and third rounds with a 64 finished today’s front nine with a single birdie for a 9-hole total of 35.  Mayfair’s shot 34 and 27 on the back nine.  Perry’s only birdie of the front nine came on the 4th hole.

   On the back nine Perry’s lead slipped to a stroke before a birdie on 14 gave him a two shot lead for the remainder of the day. Perry heated up on the last five holes with two birdies to hang on for the victory.

On the 16th hole Perry’s tee shot landed in the trees but he recovered for a birdie to help him hang on for the win.  Then on the 18th Perry almost found himself in trouble again when his second shot rolled to the edge of the bunker.  He went on to sink three and a half footer for par and the two-stroke victory for his fourth career win.

  His 25-under par 263 score is second only to Robert Wrenn’s 26-under par 262 tournament record in the 1987-Buck Open.

   Chris DiMarco and Jim Furyk both finished 23-under winning $272,000.  Both Dudley Hart and Tom Pernice Jr. 21-under winning $136,000.  Brian Gay and Padraig Harrington both finished 20-under winning $107,000.  Ian Laggatt and Jeff Maggert both shot 19-under par winning 93,000 each.

