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   The F.E.P.C. committee started out as the Equal Application Committee and a 1944 agreement changed it.  This committee was again changed in 1946 to the Civil Rights committee, and it remains the same right up until this contract.

   Under the Civil Rights committee the first chairman was Charles F. Flynn in 1946.  City Councilman Johnnie Tucker was a member in 1960 and 1961.

   Another long time member and chairman was Henry Miles.  He remained chairman until his death in 1993.  Raymond Vaughn took over as chairman and remains chairman until this day.

   The reason Blacks worked so hard to make the union work is because it meant better working conditions and a voice in the workplace.  One of our early collective bargaining gains of the F.E.P.C. was no discrimination in respect to hiring, January 24, 1940, Paragraph 6A of our National Contract.

   In 1942 equal pay for equal work amendment was added because they paid Blacks less money for the same job.

   In the 1961 agreement, no discrimination according to race, religion or national origin was added.  Also in 1964 sex and age then in 1979 religion was added.

   In 1979, after the foundry closed, Dan Neeley alternate shop committee at the time, was part of the design team to help set up the team concept for workers in the new factory #81 (Old Foundry).  Blacks had lost their power base and still had say in how 81 were going to be set up.

   Then in 1982 our union became less receptive of Blacks and decided they didn’t need any Black input into the design team of Buick City (old factory 4 & 40).  This ultimately led to the march on our union hall in March 1983.

   Raymond Vaughn president of Unity for Justice, after hearing about the protest getting ready to take place, he left home walking, caught a cab and arrived early for the march on the hall.  To his surprise, no one at the hall knew anything about a protest march.  Ray finally gave up on the march, walked outside and the first marchers appeared in sight and Ray made his way through the crowd to join the protest.

The March organizers, Dan Neeley and Bobby Bennett, walked along side Henry Miles the spokesman.  A press conference was called and later a meeting was called with union officials about this unfortunate chain of events.  At the present, Buick City has Blacks involved in most parts of union involvement.

   As you can see the Civil Rights committee accomplished a lot but the Black leadership decided we need our own group outside union politics, consequently we have Unity for Justice.

   Elgin Bonner was the first chairman of Unity for Justice and was followed by Art McGee and Dan Neeley.  After a period of inactivity, our Black caucus started again in 1977, when Blacks saw their base was about to disappear.

Ray Vaughn took over as president and remains at the top today.  Under the leadership of Vaughn, Unity for Justice covered new ground and opened new doors for our membership.  Our pre-apprentice program has had great success in helping minorities get on skilled trades.

   Unity for Justice also has given Blacks a start in politics and some of those encouraged to run included Clarence Schuler, Steve Boone, Donald Tidwell and Darryl Roper.

   Blacks should never forget that less than fifty years ago we could not go to the same bathrooms as Whites and we couldn’t even walk down Division St. and this was after we helped our country fight a war.

   Even though we are now spread out all over the complex we still must come together as a voting block, in order to maintain our share of the power.

