HAMADY BOYS OVERPOWERS BENTLEY BULLDOGS
February 05, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Hamady Hawks (12-2 Blue Division, 14-2 overall) pulled away in the 2nd half for an overpowering 65-50 victory tonight against the Bentley Bulldogs at the Hawks gym.  With the win 6th ranked (Class C AP poll) Hamady remains in the hunt for a share of the Genesee Area Conference (GAC) Blue Division crown which will be settled in the final game of the season against two time defending champions New Lothrop.

  Bentley hustled its way out to a 4-0 lead in the first two and a half minutes of the 1st quarter after capitalizing on Hawk turnovers.  The Bulldogs took advantage of three Hamady miscues on their first four possessions.

  Two free throws by the Bulldogs Lauren Jones ended the short run.  Bentley went on to remain in control for the rest of the quarter after building their largest lead 6-points with 3:59 remaining.

  The Bulldogs fought off a stiff challenge by the Hawks including four of five from the free throw line to hang on for a 1-point quarter ending lead.  Hamady’s Darius Brady’s fifth point of the quarter cut the lead with the clock running out of time.

  The Hawks turned the game around in the 2nd quarter after grabbing its first lead of the game with 7:39 to go.  Hamady’s Brian Echols powered thru traffic with a floater down the key for the lead.

  Then the Hawks fought their way past six lead changes to take the lead for the rest of the quarter with less than a minute left.  Brady had the hot hand with Hamady’s last three buckets including a power drive down the base line in the last five seconds for a 3-point quarter ending lead.  Bentley diluted a cold shooting quarter by crashing the boards for second and third shot attempts to help keep the game close.

  In the 3rd quarter the Hawks took charge after holding the Bulldogs scoreless for the first two plus minutes.  Hamady opened the quarter scoring the first 4-points including a driving lay up by freshman Pierre Bracken for a 7-point lead.

  The Hawks remained in control for the rest of the quarter after back-to-back three pointers by Jacquevis Patrick gave Hamady their largest lead thus far in the game 8-points with 1:31 left on the clock.  The quarter ended after a lay up by Bentley’s Cory Mouser and Hamady holding a 6-point lead.

  Bentley however didn’t go down easy as the Bulldogs cut the lead to 4-points in the first two minutes of the 4th quarter.  The Hawks regrouped and ran off the next 8-points of the game building a solid 12-point lead.

  Echols teamed with Patrick scoring all of Hamady’s points during the run.  The Hawks double-digit lead chased Bentley out of its 2-3 zone to a man-to-man defense.

  In the end it was the Hawks quickness that helped wear down Bentley.  Down the stretch a Brady slam-dunk put an explanation on the score with time running out.  The game ended after two free throws by Echols and Hamady holding a commanding 15-point lead.

  Brian Echols led Hamady with game high 21-points and Darius Brady collected 19-points 11 rebounds.  Jacquevis Patrick chipped in 12-points and Pierre Brackett added 9 rebounds.

  Cory Mouser led Bentley with 18-points 7 rebounds and Aaron Mangham chipped in 12-points.  Lauren Jones added 11-points 7 assists.

