HAMADY BOYS SMASH NEW LOTHROP HORNETS
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Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Hamady Hawks (16-2 Genesee Area Conference (GAC) Blue Division, 18-2 overall) pulled away in the 2nd quarter for a crushing 68-38 victory tonight against the New Lothrop (NL) Hornets at the Hawks gym.  In the final game of the season the 6th ranked (Class C AP poll) Hamady also won the outright (GAC) Blue Division crown against two-time defending champions New Lothrop.

  For the first two and a half minutes of the 1st quarter New Lothrop continued where they left off in their first game against the Hawks (on 2-01-08, winning 40-38).  A jumper by Hornet junior Kyle Moore with 5:41 to go gave (NL) a 1-point lead.

  Then Hamady took charge with an 11-1 run to end the quarter.  Two free throws by the Hawks Darius Brady closed out the scoring with Hamady holding a 9-point lead.

  The Hawks capitalized on (NL) turnovers (7 compared to 3 for the Hawks) along with the 3-point shooting of Demarkus Jackson (2-3-pointers) to build the big lead.  Hamady was also using its pressure defense like a lethal weapon clogging the passing lanes and crashing the boards.

  In the 2nd quarter the Hawks continued their run for the first four minutes.  With 4:36 remaining a Brady driving lay up almost made head coach Archy Robinson’s 300th career victory at Hamady a reality.

  The Hawks held the Hornets scoreless for the first 3:59 of the quarter before a Moore short jumper stopped a 20-0 Hamady run over two quarters.  The scoring ended after Brady’s eighth point of the quarter and the Hawks holding a 21-point lead.

  (NL) finally got its offense untracked in the 3rd quarter when they scored more points than they did in the entire first half (15-09) but by the end of the quarter the lead climbed to 25-points.  Jackson took over where Brady left off with 10-points in the quarter.

  Hamady’s collapsing pressure defense and constant diet of steady ball pressure seemed to take a toll on the Hornets.  On offense the Hawks had great success penetrating and dishing off for easy baskets to help frustrate (NL).

  The Hornets cranked up the heat in the first two and a half minutes of the 4th quarter with three three pointers (2 by Ryan Praski) but they didn’t get any closer than 18-points.  Then in the last 3:06 (NL) was shut out after an 11-0 run by Hamady to end the game with Robinson’s 300th victory compared to 65 loses in the books.

  Demarkus Jackson led Hamady with game high 20-points 10 assists and Darius Brady collected 19-points 6 rebounds.  Pierre Brackett added 6 rebounds.

  Tyler Henige led (NL) with 10-points and Ryan Praski chipped in 8-points.  Brian Sheridan added 6 rebounds.

