HAMADY GIRLS BLAST CARMAN-AINSWORTH
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by Don Talbert

  The Hamady Hawks girls (9-2 Genesee Area Conference Blue Division, 17-2 overall) led for almost the entire game while blasting the Carman-Ainsworth (C/A) Cavaliers 74-55 tonight at the Hawks gym.  The 6th ranked (Class C AP poll) Hamady started the final week of the season off with their third straight win while snapping the Cavaliers four game win streak.

  Hamady jumped out to an early 3-point lead in the first minute of the game and never looked back.  A Brandie Baker three pointer with 7:08 left on the clock gave the Hawks the lead for good.

  Hamady went on to build its largest lead of the quarter 8-points with less than three minutes to go.  The Hawks seized control helped by the shooting of Brandie Baker and Constance McKenney along with a solid pressure defense.

  By the end of the quarter Hamady needed a C McKenney jumper for a 5-point lead.  (C/A) scored seven of the last 11-points including a short jumper by sophomore Brittney Rice in the last ten seconds to keep the game close.

  The Hawks regained their momentum in the 2nd quarter after a quick start in the first minute and a half.  Hamady owned its first double-digit lead of the game behind a three pointer by Baker with 6:49 left.

  The Hawks went on to build their largest lead 13-points with 3:06 remaining.  Baker’s ninth point of the quarter gave Hamady the big lead.

  (C/A) however finished the quarter with back-to-back baskets cutting the lead to 7-points.  A Megan Snyder lay up in the last five seconds ended the scoring.

  The Hawks pulled away in the 3rd quarter after stepping up their defensive pressure and unleashing an overpowering fast break.  Hamady’s full court press helped keep the Cavaliers scoreless for the first six minutes while the lead grew to 22-points.  Then the quarter ended after a lay up by Hawk junior Whitney Rogers at the buzzer and Hamady in control maintaining a 22-point lead.

  At the beginning of the 4th quarter the Hawks enjoyed another fast start scoring the first 5-points with 6:19 remaining and a 27-point lead.  Hamady managed to hang on to a 20-point lead until the final 2:20 when two three pointers by Rebecca Walt and junior Divania Sykes cut the lead to 19-points as the game came to a close.

  Brandie Baker led Hamady with game high 22-points and Jasmine Thomas collected 17.  Constance McKenney chipped in 14-points and Troya Berry added 10 rebounds.

  Rhonettia Dukes led (C/A) with 14-points and Chynele Stewart added 12.

