VIPERS DERAIL

GRAND RAPIDS

   The Detroit Vipers beat the league leading Grand Rapids Griffins 4-2 at the Snake Pit in the Palace of Auburn Hills last Friday for the second time this season against seven defeats.  The Vipers are 19-15-5 lifetime against the Griffins.

   Detroit got off to a slow start in the first period and was out shot 9-1 in the first fourteen minutes.  Then the Vipers fell behind after Grand Rapids jumped into the lead at the 6:00 mark.  Derek King took a feed high in the slot, skated down the slot and unleashed a powerful wrist shot into the side of the net for the score. The Griffins went on to keep the heat on for the remainder of the period and ended up out shooting Detroit 14-4.

   Detroit regrouped in the second period and scored two goals in less than a minute to jump into the lead.  The Vipers came out on fire and registered the first three shots on goal in the first three minutes.  Then Detroit scored on their third shot at the 2:28 mark when Jan Sulc took a feed behind Grand Rapids goal and skated out to the right face-off circle and back-handed the puck into the side of the net for his second goal of the season.  Assists went to Scott Nichol and Daniel Goneau.

   Thirty-six seconds later Matt Elich scored his twelfth goal of the season when he beat Griffins goalie Mike Fountain with a hard shot into the side of the net.  Elich worked a give and go with Martin Cibak before Elich streaked down the right wing and regained the feed back just below the blue line.  He launched his shot down the slot for the score.  The assist went to Cibak.  

   The quarter ended with neither side scoring again and Grand Rapids holding a 22-16 shots advantage.

   In the third period the Vipers sealed the victory when they scored two of three goals in the period.  First, the Griffins tied the game at the 14:11 mark after scoring on their fifth power play attempt of the game.  Grand Rapids scored just six seconds into the holding penalty to Detroit’s Mark Thompson.  The Griffins won the face-off and scored after Chris Szysky took a feed, skated across the blue line and blasted a missile down the left wing into the side of the net.

   The Vipers regained the lead at the 16:02 mark when Daniel Goneau scored the first of two goals in the period.  Goneau’s fourteenth goal came on the end of a three on two breakaway.  Goneau took feed from former Flint General Darren Meek at center ice and skated down the left wing.  Then Goneau blasted his shot from between the left face-off circle and the blue line into the corner of the net for Detroit’s first power play goal of the game.  The Assist went to Meek.

   The Vipers put the game on ice in the final minute of the game when Goneau scored again on an open net shot at the 1960 mark.  Goneau poked away the puck when he split two defenders just above the Griffins blue line.  Then Goneau rifled the puck into the open net for the backbreaking score.  The game ended with Grand Rapids out shooting Detroit 32-25

