MOTT MEN DEFEAT KALAMAZOO VALLEY IN MCCAA SEMIFINALS CLASH
February 29, 2008
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by Don Talbert

  The Mott Community College Bears men (27-2 overall) struggled for almost the entire game against the Kalamazoo Valley (KV) Cougars at Ballenger fieldhouse tonight before a late spurt handed Mott a hard fought 80-66 semi-final victory.  The Bears win streak has now reached 25 straight as they attempt to win their second MCCAA title in the last three years tomorrow afternoon.

  Mott Men fought off a stiff challenge by the Cougars in the first thirteen minutes of the 1st half before taking the lead for good with 7:42 remaining after a short jumper by the Bears DeAndre Nealy.  Cold shooting and unforced turnovers plagued Mott.

  The Bears however didn’t get any breathing room until a LaMarr Drake three pointer with less than two minutes to go gave Mott its largest lead thus far in the game 5-points.  Early foul trouble by the Bear guards forced Mott into a seldom-used zone defense for most of the game.

  The Bears finished off the half scoring five of the last 7-points for a 9-point lead as the half came to a close.  Darius Brents had the hot hand for Mott scoring all 5-points including a three pointer at the buzzer from just over the half court line.  (KV)’s attack was led by 11-point from Shawn Carter in the half to keep the pressure on the Bears.

  In the 2nd half Mott continued to be bothered by the pesky Cougars for the first fifteen minutes.  Back to back baskets by (KV)’s Nick Watts and Ryan Sisson cut the Bears lead to 5-points with 5:04 to go.

  Then Mott All American guard Jeremie Simmons led the Bears to the win after his two straight three pointers ignited a 13-4 run to end the game.  Mott scored the last 5-points to finally secure the victory.

  Jeremie Simmons led Mott with game high 29-points and Thomas Kennedy chipped in 13-points 6 rebounds.  DeAndre Nealy collected 8 rebounds and Darius Brents added 6 rebounds.

  Shawn Carter led (KV) with 18-points and Nick Watts collected 14.  Jovon Mosley chipped in 11-points 7 rebounds and Mark Casterman added 6 rebounds.

