4TH RANKED MOTT MEN STOP KIRTLAND FIREBIRDS
February 10, 2008
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by Don Talbert

  The Mott Community College Bears men (21-2 overall, 14-0 Eastern conference) stopped the Kirtland Firebirds tonight at Ballenger fieldhouse with a punishing 88-66 beating.  Mott is currently riding a nineteen game win streak with their last loss coming on November 19th against Lansing (91-77).  The Bears have also won 32 straight conference games dating back to the 2005-06 season when they were beaten by Henry Ford (89-82 on February 20th 2006).

  A 10-0 run helped Mott men come out the gate with their familiar fast start to put Kirtland on notice.  The Bears Thomas Kennedy had the hot hand with 6-points.
  Mott also capitalized on four Firebird turnovers on their first five possessions.  The Bears were able to hold Kirtland scoreless for the first 3:15 before a short jumper by Nick Simpson got the Firebirds going.

  Then Kirtland surprised Mott with a 13-4 run in the next five minutes cutting he lead to 1-point.  Simpson led the Firebirds charge with 8-points during the run.

  Mott however remained in control for the rest of the half helped by the scoring of Thomas Kennedy (19-points during the half).  The Bears were able to build their largest lead 17-points with less than two minutes to go after a Kennedy three pointer.  The half came to a close after a lay up by Mott’s Maurice Gay and the Bears enjoying a 16-point lead.
  In the 2nd half the second place eastern conference Kirtland Firebirds played the Bears tough and kept the lead within reach for almost the entire half.  A three pointer by Kirtland’s Torey Throop with less than seven minutes remaining cut Mott’s lead to 11-points.
  The Bears regrouped behind their tough defensive pressure from Alvin Pegues ranked first in the nation (steals) and Jeremie Simmons (4th  in steals).  By the five minute mark the lead was 17-points and twenty-five with less than a minute left on the clock.

  Kennedy scored six of Mott’s last 10-points to end the scoring and the game.
  Thomas Kennedy led Mott with game high 33-points 16 rebounds and DeAndre Nealy collected 22-points 9 rebounds 8 blocks.  Jeremie Simmons chipped in 13-points and Maurice Gay canned 10.  Alvin Pegues added 13 assists.

  Brian Christian led Kirtland with 18-points and Torey Throop chipped in 14.  Nick Simpson added 11-points.

