MOTT MEN FIGHT OFF LANSING STARS IN MCCAA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
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  The Mott Community College Bears men (28-2 overall) defeat the Lansing Stars 71-62 in the championship game of the 2008 MCCAA finals at Ballenger fieldhouse this afternoon.  The Bears split with Lansing during the regular season but the Stars came prepared after suffering a 50-point blow out on 12-17-07 (116-66) in their second matchup.

  Lansing came out on fire against the Bears in the 1st six minutes of the game and built a 14-point lead.  The Stars Muhammad El-Amin, Quentin Patin and Torrian Harris seemed as though they couldn’t miss from the outside.

  Mott was guilty of cold shooting and unforced turnovers.  Then the Bears chipped away at the lead for the next eleven minutes and cut the lead to 1-point after Jeremie Simmons twelfth point.

  Lansing began to struggle for the next three minutes as the half came to a close with the Stars nursing a slim 1-point lead.  A driving lay up by Mott’s Andrew Charlesworth ended the scoring in the half.

  In the 2nd half Lansing overcame two ties in the first seven minutes to build their largest lead of the half 7-points.  A free throw by Harris with 12:49 to go ended an 8-0 Stars run

  Mott recovered by the seven-minute mark and regained the lead for good.  Darius Brents came off the bench to lead the Bears out of a lethargic pace along with stopping the run and another Brents basket gave Mott their first lead in almost ten minutes.

  The Bears were able to hang on to the lead helped by another player off the bench, Jacquez Williams whose two three pointers kept Mott in the lead after two free throws by Harris cut the Bears lead to 2-points.  Mott went on to build its largest lead of the game 8-points in the final minute when Brents sank two free throws with forty-one seconds remaining.

  The Bears however didn’t get any breathing room until an Alvin Pegues free throw with 0:24 left in the game and Mott holding an 8-point lead.

  Jeremie Simmons led Mott with 17-points 9 rebounds and DeAndre Nealy chipped in 15-points 8 rebounds.  Thomas Kennedy added 8 rebounds.

  Muhammad El-Amin led Lansing with game high 20-points and Quentin Patin collected 17-points 10 rebounds.  Torrian Harris added 12-points and game high 11 rebounds.

