MOTT MEN OVERPOWER DELTA PIONEERS
January 16, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Mott Community College Bears men (14-2 overall, 7-0 Eastern conference) overpowered the Delta Pioneers tonight at Ballenger fieldhouse with a backbreaking 94-47 pulverizing.  Mott has now won eleven straight in their quest to win the eastern conference (24 straight over two seasons) again along with attempting to repeat as National Champions.

  The 7th ranked Mott men got off to a slow start in the first fourteen and a half minutes of the game after running into a determined Pioneer team.  Delta was playing like they planned on making a sweep in the Bears gym tonight.

  Mott however had other ideas.  The Bears went from a 1-point deficit to a 21-point lead in the span of the last 6:45 of the half.

  NJCAA scoring leader (6th place) Jeremie Simmons jump started Mott’s struggling offense and defense with the first 5-points of a 19-0 Bear run.  By the three-minute mark a short jumper by Darius Brents ended the run with Mott holding an 18-point lead.

  The Bears managed to push the lead to the 21-points by the end of the half after a Thomas Kennedy base line jumper ended the scoring in the half.  Down the stretch Mott looked like the 6th ranked team defensively in the NJCAA led by Brents and Alvin Pegues and Simmons.

  In the 2nd half the Bears continued to dominate after opening with a 9-0 run.  Simmons led Mott’s run with 6-points as the lead climbed to 30-points.

  The Bears relentless press had all but chased Delta to their bus as the lead climbed to 49-points with less than four minutes left in the game.  DeAndre Nealy’s sixth straight point of the half had almost emptied out the near capacity crowd as the clock winded down.  The game ended with Mott holding a 47-point advantage.

  Jeremie Simmons led Mott with game high 27-points 7 assists 6 steals and 4 rebounds.  DeAndre Nealy chipped in 25-points (12 of 19 shooting) and Thomas Kennedy collected 13-points 10 rebounds.  Andrew Charlesworth added 7-rebounds.

  Trevor L’Hommedieu led Delta with 17-points and Steve Belk collected 12.  Kyle Sanchez added 10-points.

