MOTT MEN BOUNCE HENRY FORD HAWKS
January 19, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Mott Community College Bears men (15-2 overall, 8-0 Eastern conference) bounced the Henry Ford (HF) Hawks at Ballenger fieldhouse this evening with a hard fought 68-49 whipping.  Mott has now won 13 straight with their last loss coming against Lansing (91-77 on November 19th).

  The Bears got off to a fast start in the first four minutes of the 1st half with a 10-0 run.  Darius Brents led Mott’s attack with 4-points including the last two of the Bears run.

  Mott’s assualt was helped by five (HF) turnovers.  Then the Hawks surprised the Bears in the next three minutes when they were able to cut Mott’s lead to 4-points with 10:34 remaining.

  (HF) got back into the game with a 10-3 run that ended after five straight points by the Hawks Delano Wade.  (HF) keep the Bears off balance by crashing the boards and winning the battles for loose balls.

  Mott however bounced back in the next six minutes with an overpowering 17-0 run and a commanding 21-point advantage.  By the end of the half two three pointers by the Hawks Kamal Aljahmie and Ali Barada cut the Bears lead to 17-points.  (HF) continued to crash the boards and use their quickness to help slow down Mott.

  In the 2nd half the Bears struggled against the 4-11 Hawks for the first six and a half minutes.  A Chris Johnson driving lay up with 13:24 remaining sliced Mott’s lead back to 15-points.

  Then the Bears finally pushed the lead above 20-points with less than ten minutes to go.  A three pointer by Mott’s Jeremie Simmons with 3:36 left gave the Bears their largest lead of the game 24-points.  (HF) however scored seven of the last 9-points of the game cutting the lead to 19-points as the game ended.

  Jeremie Simmons led Mott with game high 22-points and Lamar Drake canned in 12.  Darius Brents chipped 10-points 7 assists.  Thomas Kennedy added 7 rebounds 7 assists and 6 steals.  DeAndre Nealy blocked 7 shots.

  Chris Johnson led (HF) with 15-points and Ali Barada chipped in 14.  Delano Wade added 11.

