MOTT MEN CRUSH OAKLAND RAIDERS 
January 05, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Mott Community College Men Bears (10-2 overall, 3-0 Eastern conference) overpowered the Oakland Raiders at Ballenger fieldhouse tonight with a convincing 116-66 whipping.  Mott got off to a slow start early in the first half but turned their game up a notch late in the half and cruised to the easy victory.  The 19th ranked nationally Bears also extended their win streak to eight games.

  Sluggish Mott opened the game with a 6-0 run in the first two minutes led by the shooting of Jermemie Simmons and Alvin Pegues.  The Bears however struggled for the next ten minutes with cold shooting and turnovers to hang on to a double-digit lead against Oakland’s 1-3-1 zone.

  Then in the last seven minutes Mott pulled away helped by the 3-point shooting of Simmons and Thomas Kennedy.  The 7th ranked nationally (defensively) Bears cranked up their defensive pressure and unleashed their running game to bury the Raiders by the end of the half.

  The big blows were 10-0 and 8-0 runs in the last six minutes.  An Andrew Charlesworth rebound and basket gave Mott its largest lead of the half 32-points to end the runs.  The half came to a close after a short jumper by Oakland’s Franklin Murdock and the Bears holding a 30-point lead.

  The 2nd half was a continuation of the first with the Bears still in complete control.  Mott had its pressure defense operating on all cylinders in the first ten minutes along with a backbreaking outside shooting game.

  The biggest surprise in the last ten minutes seemed to be who was going to score the most points for the Bears Simmons (averaging 21ppg) or Kennedy.  Mott went on to build its largest lead of the game 54-points after a Kennedy fade away jumper with less than five minutes to go.  The game ended with the Bears holding an overwhelming 50-point lead.

  Jermemie Simmons led Mott with game high 44-points (11-3pointers) and Thomas Kennedy collected 32-points 19 rebounds.  Alvin Pegues chipped in 15-points 10 rebounds 7 assists and DeAndre Nealy added 12-points.

  Lawrence Hicks led Oakland with 31-points and Victor Boss chipped in 13.  Prince Miles-El collected 10-points and Franklin Murdock added 11 rebounds.

