MOTT MEN DUMP BOUNCE ST. CLAIR COUNTY IN MCCAA QUARTERFINALS
February 27, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Mott Community College Bears men (26-2 overall) bounced the St. Clair County (SCC) Skippers tonight in the 2008 MCCAA championship tournament quarterfinal 72-49 at Ballenger fieldhouse.  The Bears are currently riding a twenty-four game win streak including beating (SCC) twice during the regular season.

  Mott Men got off to a sluggish start in the 1st half and needed a late run to hang on to the lead.  Cold shooting and turnovers plagued the Bears.

  Mott committed seven of the first twelve turnovers and found themselves in an all out war.  The Skippers kept up the pressure by clogging the passing lanes and scrapping for loose balls.

  The Bears head coach Steve Schmidt said, “We weren’t playing with intensity or playing how we can play.”

  Mott played over two ties and three lead changes to take the lead for good with 8:07 to go.  Back-to-back three pointers by All-American Jeremie Simmons in the next two minutes ignited an 8-0 Bear run.

  Mott went on to build an 11-point lead in the last minute.  Two straight baskets by LaMarr Drake and Darius Brents gave Mott the big lead.

  Then the Skippers surprised the Bears with the last 4-points of the half cutting the lead to 7-points.  A driving lay up by (SCC)’s James Scott at the buzzer ended the scoring.

  In the first seven minutes of the 2nd half Mott continued to struggle against the Skippers whom came up with enough offense and defense to keep the lead within reach.  The Bears however finally showed why they were ranked #2 in the final NJCAA Division-11 poll when they started to pull away in the last ten minutes.

  Mott blew the game open with an 8-0 run.  A Thomas Kennedy two handed jam ended the run with the Bears holding an 18-point lead.

  By the three-minute mark another Kennedy two handed jam at the end of a fast break gave Mott a 20-point lead.  The Bears finished off the Skippers to advance to the semi-finals with an overwhelming 23-point victory.

  Jeremie Simmons led Mott with game high 23-points and Darius Brents along with Thomas Kennedy each chipped in 10-points apiece.  DeAndre Nealy collected 5 rebounds 4 blocks and LaMarr Drake added 4 assists 4 steals.

  James Scott led (SCC) with 20-points.

