MOTT MEN DUMP MACOMB IN FINAL GAME OF REGULAR SEASON
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  The Mott Community College Bears men (25-2 overall, 18-0 Eastern conference) dumped the Macomb Monarchs at Ballenger fieldhouse this evening in their regular season and conference climax with a hard fought 69-56 pounding.  Mott has now finished two seasons undefeated in conference play (36 straight games) with their last loss coming against Henry Ford (89-82 on February 20th 2006.

  2nd ranked nationally Mott men were in an all out war against the 7-10 Monarchs in the first sixteen minutes of the 1st half.  The Bears had to fight their way past three ties and six lead changes to finally take the lead for good with 5:44 remaining.

  Macomb was crashing the boards and winning some of the battles for loose balls to help neutralize Mott’s tough pressure defense.  The Monarchs also had a solid low post defense to disrupt Mott’s attack.

  Then the Bears took charge in the next three minutes with a 9-1 run helped by 6-points from LaMarr Drake who led Mott’s attack.  The Bears relentless pressure started to take a toll on Macomb.

  Some of the Monarchs shots started to rim out and their defensive intensity seemed to weaken.  However in the last minute and thirty of the half back-to-back baskets by Macomb’s Mark Walker helped keep the Bears backs against the wall.  The Monachs closed out the scoring with the Bears holding a narrow 7-point lead.

  In the 2nd half Mott built a 19-point lead in the first ten minutes after a running floater high off the glass by DeAndre Nealy gave the Bears their largest lead of the game.  During the next four minutes plus Macomb answered Mott’s run with a run of their own.

  The Monarchs surprised the Bears when they scored fifteen of the next 23-points ending with 6:14 remaining and Mott holding a 9-point lead.  The Bears recovered by the end of the game helped by the defense of Alvin Pegues (2 steals) that help Mott finish scoring eight of the last 12-points to win the game.

  Jeremie Simmons led Mott with game high 25-points and LaMarr Drake chipped in 10.  Alvin Pegues collected 6 assists and Jacquez Williams added 5 steals.

  Mark Walker led four Macomb players in double figures with 14-points and Duane Roland collected 12.  Both Deonte Mason and Cody Edwards each added 10-points apiece.

