MEN WOMEN BLAST KIRTLAND FIREBIRDS 
February 10, 2008
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by Don Talbert

  The Mott Community College Bears Women (9-5 conference, 13-10 overall) blast the Kirtland Firebirds with a solid 83-66 victory tonight at Ballenger fieldhouse.  The Lady Bears averted a three game losing streak when they defeated the Firebirds for the second time this season (First time January 7th  2008, 73-54 at Kirtland).

  Mott’s women struggled against Kirtland’s pressure defense in the first nine minutes of the game.  The Firebirds were clogging the passing lanes and scrapping intensely for every loose ball.
  The Lady Bears were plagued by unforced turnovers and cold shooting.  With less than eleven minutes to go Mott managed to fight its way past four ties and four lead changes before taking the lead for good.

  A Nicole Holmes driving lay up finally got the Lady Bears going with 10:39 left on the clock.  Mott went on to build its largest lead of the half 17-points with 3:09 remaining.

  The Lady Bears blew the game open with a 14-0 run.  Mott finally got its inside game untracked behind the shooting of Sheria Hatcher.

  Hatcher who seemed unstoppable down in the paint as she was scoring at will to help frustrate the Firebirds.  Two Danielle Barksdale free throws ended the balanced scoring attack with Mott holding a double-digit lead.

  Then Kirtland cranked up the pressure with a run of its own.  The Firebirds outscored the Lady Bears 12-2 in the last two plus minutes led by the shooting of Natasha Dewald (5-points).  A buzzer beater by Brooke Robinson ended the scoring in the half with Mott holding a 7-point lead.
  The Lady Bears remained in control in the 2nd half after hold Kirtland scoreless for the first two and a half minutes.  Mott scored the first 7-points while pulling away with a 14-point lead.

  The Lady Bears went on to build their largest lead of the game 21-points with less than five minutes to go.  The game ended with Mott holding a commanding17-point lead.

  Sheria Hatcher led four Mott in double figures with game high 23-points and Nicole Holmes collected 17.  Danielle Barksdale chipped in 12-points and Trinka Boatright added 10.
  Natasha Dewald led Kritland with game high 23-points and Brooke Robinson chipped in 14.  Leslie Kaylon chipped in 11-points and Whitney Bonham added 10.
