NEW LOTHROP GIRLS OVERPOWERS HAMADY HAWKS
January 31, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  2nd Ranked Class D AP Poll the New Lothrop Hornets Girls (14-0 League, 15-1 overall) overpowered the 3rd Ranked Class C Hamady Hawks 69-49 this evening at the Hawks gym.  In a battle between Genesee Area Blue (G.A.B.) powerhouses New Lothrop has now defeated Hamady (13-2 League, 14-2 overall) for the second time this season (first time 11-30-07 at home 54-53) for a sweep.  With the win the Hornets also took over sole possession of the (G. A.B.).

  The Hawks got on the scoreboard first with a free throw at the start of the game but New Lothrop took charge for the rest of the quarter with a 6-0 run.  A lay up by the Hornets Kayla Krupp got the New Lothrop going and two free throws by Kayla Knieper ended the run with less than five minutes to go.

  The Hornets struggled to maintain the lead for the remainder of the quarter as the lead never got past 5-points.  Hamady managed to cut the lead to a point in the last thirty seconds after two free throws by the Hawks junior Kimberly McKenney.

  New Lothrop hung on to the lead in the first five minutes of the 2nd quarter helped by a three pointer from the Hornets sophomore Amber Sammons with 4:21 to go.  Then Hamady came storming back with a 10-0 run and 5-point lead with 1:33 left in the quarter.

  New Lothrop however recovered by the end of the quarter and a three pointer by Knieper at the buzzer wiped out the Hawks lead and left the Hornets holding a slim 1-point lead.  Too many one on one drives to the hoop started to take its toll on Hamady while New Lothrop utilized great ball rotation for some easy drives to the basket down the key.

  The Hornets struggled for the first four and a half minutes of the 3rd quarter nursing a 2-point lead.  Then New Lothrop started to pull away by the end of the quarter with a 9-2 run.

  A drive down the center of the key by the Hornets Kayla Gross closed out scoring in the quarter with the New Lothrop holding a 9-point lead.  The Hornets were winning the battles for loose balls along with the battle of the tough man-to-man defenses.

  In the 4th quarter New Lothrop played keep away and were able to bury the Hawks with a solid offensive effort.  Down the stretch a 6-0 run gave the Hornets their largest lead of the game 20-points as the game ended.

  Ashley Root led four New Lothrop players in double figures with game high 23-points and Kayla Gross chipped in 14.  Kayla Knieper collected 13-points and Amber Sammons added 10.

  Brandie Baker led Hamady with 15-points 8 rebounds and Kimberly McKenney collected 12-points.  Troya Berry added 9 rebounds.

