NORTHERN GIRLS BOUNCE CARMAN AINSWORTH
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by Don Talbert

  The Northern Vikings Girls bounced the Carman-Ainsworth (C/A) Cavaliers 54-47 tonight in the semi-final round of the District 32 Class A tournament to advance to the 2008 finals on Friday.  The Cavaliers attempted to find their way back to the District finals, which they won for the first time ever last year but the Vikings had other plans.  Northern blew a double-digit 3rd quarter lead before regrouping in the finals two minutes to hang on for the win.

  (C/A) scored the first basket of the game after playing over a turnover plagued first three minutes (5 turnovers both teams).  With 5:24 remaining a Rhonettia Dukes driving lay up gave the Cavaliers the opening lead.

  By the end of the quarter (C/A) had to fight its way past four ties and three lead changes for a 2-point advantage.  Megan Snyder’s sixth point of the quarter gave the Cavaliers the lead.

  In the 2nd quarter it was all Vikings behind a 15-point performance by junior Chaniese Turner.  Northern struggled for the first six minutes hurting their own cause with poor shooting and too many turnovers.

  Then the Vikings started to pull away with a 7-0 run to end the quarter.  Turner scored the first 10-points of the quarter for Northern and five of the last seven for a 9-point quarter ending lead.  The Vikings had great success clogging the passing lanes and running their fast break.

  Northern owned a double-digit lead for most of the 3rd quarter to remain in control.  The Vikings enjoyed their largest lead 14-points with less than four minutes to go after a Turner free throw.  The quarter ended with back-to-back baskets by Dukes and Northern holding a 10-point lead.

  (C/A) came storming back in the 4th quarter and regained the lead.  The Cavaliers cranked up the heat in the first three minutes and cut the lead to 4-points after holding the Vikings scoreless for the first minute and a half.

  (C/A) continued to chip away at the lead until Dukes sixth straight point with 1:48 to go gave the Cavaliers a 1-point lead.  Then down the stretch it was Northern’s solid pressure defense that seemed to be the big difference as the Vikings outscored (C/A) 9-2 to end the game.

  Chaniese Turner led Northern with game high 25-points.

  Rhonettia Dukes led (C/A) with 18-points and Megan Snyder added 16.

