NORTHERN VIKINGS GIRLS HANG ON AGAINST SAGINAW TROJANS
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  The Northern Vikings Girls (3-0 City, 5-1 Valley and 8-4 Overall) hang on to defeat the Saginaw Trojans 67-59 at home tonight.  Northern continues to distance itself from a horrendous 1-4 start after winning its seventh straight game.

  The Vikings got off to a quick start in the first thirty seconds of the game with a 3-0 advantage but the lead didn’t last long.  Saginaw came storming back with a 9-0 run in the next three and a half minutes to take the lead for the rest of the quarter.  Saginaw capitalized on too many Viking turnovers (6 turnovers) along with cold shooting to control the game.

  A 3-point play by the Trojans sophomore Diamond Tolliver ended the run with 4:13 remaining and Saginaw holding a 6-point lead.  The Trojans increased the lead to 8-points with 3:58 to go.

  Northern however turned the game around when they stepped up their defensive pressure and started to find the open man for some easy baskets.  The Vikings outscored Saginaw 13-6 in the next three minutes cutting the lead to a point with 0:56 left in the quarter.

  Junior Ariel Vincent teamed with Junior Kierra Bell to lead Northern’s charge with nine of the Vikings points.  The quarter ended after a short jumper by the Trojans junior Qwandra Stephens and Saginaw holding a 3-point lead.

  The Vikings continued to play catch up in the first three minutes of the 2nd quarter but Northern opened the quarter with a 9-5 advantage to take the lead for good.  A Chaniese Turner jumper with 4:19 to go gave the Vikings the lead.

  Northern went on to build an 8-point lead in the last thirty seconds.  A driving lay up by Junior LaTosha Beasley gave the Vikings the big lead.

  Saginaw though cut the lead to 5-points with no time left on the clock.  Freshman Chloe Davis sank three free throws after being fouled on a desperation three pointer at the buzzer.  Northern helped its own cause during the quarter when they started crashing the boards and clogging the passing lanes.

  In the 3rd quarter the Vikings were able to fight off a determined Trojan team and build their first double-digit lead of the game.  A Bell driving lay up got the Vikings going on a 12-4 run and a short jumper by junior Tyiesha Hasan ended the run with Northern holding a 13-point lead.

  The Vikings were crashing the defensive boards and unleashed their running game to help pull away.  Saginaw managed to cut the lead to 10-points at the buzzer when Jaquavia Couch hit a three pointer.

  The Trojans made the 4th quarter an all out war when they almost wiped out a 12-point lead with less than five minutes left in the game.  After a Turner jumper gave Northern the big lead Saginaw took charge in the next three minutes with a 13-3 run.

  A Tolliver driving lay up with 2:00 minutes to go ended the run with the Vikings holding a 2-point lead.  Then Northern regained its momentum after a driving lay up by Hasan jumpstarted the Vikings running game.

  Northern slammed the door shut on the Trojans in the last two minutes when they outscored Saginaw 8-2 to end the game.  Down the stretch Turner took charge and scored the last 6-points to put the game on ice.

  Tyiesha Hasan led Northern with game high 18-points and Chaniese Turner collected 16.  LaTosha Beasley added 13-points.

  Jaquavia Couch led Saginaw with 14-points and Carnesha Wiley added 11.

