PISTONS BOMBARD

HOUSTON ROCKETS

by Don Talbert

Press Row Sports

   The Detroit Pistons bombarded the Houston Rockets with a convincing 105-77 whipping last Sunday at the Palace.  With the win Detroit ran its season record to 13-6 early in the season.  Detroit also snapped a two game losing streak to the Rockets dating back to the 2000-2001 season.

   The Pistons got off to a sluggish start in the first six minutes of the game.  Houston built a 6-point lead after two free throws by Walt Williams.  A 7-0 run with Cuttino Mobley hitting all 7-points helped the Rockets.

   Then Detroit turned the game around after Corliss Williamson came off the bench.  The Pistons erupted with a 10-3 run in the next three minutes for their first lead of the game.  A Dana Barros lay-up gave Detroit the lead.

   The Pistons went on to grab a 5-point lead at the end of the quarter after scoring the last 5-points of the quarter.  Two Williamson free throws ended the scoring in the quarter.  Williamson led Detroit’s charge with 8-points and 3 rebounds in six minutes.

   The Pistons pulled away in the second quarter after shooting 50% from the field.  Detroit also out rebounding Houston by 10 boards.

   The Pistons used an 8-0 run with less than seven minutes to go to help them pull away.  Detroit continued to play great during the remainder of the quarter and built a 22-point lead with a minute left.  The quarter ended with the Pistons owning a 19-point lead after a Moochie Norris jumper at the buzzer.

   Detroit continued to pull away in the third quarter as their lead expanded to 30-points with 7:04 remaining.  A Cliff Robinson jumper gave the Pistons the big lead.  Then Detroit held its own during the remainder of the quarter and finished off the quarter with a 26-point lead.  Chucky Atkins scored the final basket of the quarter on a free throw with twenty-two seconds left on the clock.

   In the fourth quarter it was all Detroit as they blew the game open with nine minutes to go and a 45-point lead.

