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SEATTLE SUPERSONICS

by Don Talbert

Press Row Sports

   The Detroit Pistons rode a slim third quarter led to a 95-91 victory against the Seattle Supersonics last Wednesday at the Palace.  Detroit continued to struggle in the first half of the game after having its three game road-winning streak snapped last night at Cleveland.

   The Pistons however, recovered in time to win their sixth straight game from the Supersonics dating back to the 1998-99 season.  Detrot also spoiled Gary Payton’s fourteenth career triple double with Jerry Stackhouse’s first double double of the season.

   Seattle got off to a great start in the first four minutes of the game after jumping all over the Piston’s with a 9-0 run.  Detroit continued its cold shooting that began in Cleveland Tuesday night.

   The Pistons opened the game with a 0-6 shooting slump.  Then Detroit saw the Supersonics lead mushroom to 15-points with 3:03 remaining.  A Vladimir Radmanovic three pointer gave Seattle the big lead.  Detroit went on to trim 5-points off the lead by the end of the quarter after a Chucky Atkins three pointer with 0:44 seconds to go.

   The Pistons regrouped in the second quarter and cut the lead to a point by the end of the quarter.  Jon Barry ended the scoring in quarter with a rebound and twenty-foot jumper from deep in the corner at the buzzer.  Detroit took advantage of a 12-3 turnover discrepancy to get back into the game.  Barry and Corliss Williamson also came off the bench to help the Pistons score eighteen of Detroit’s 30-point’s during the quarter.

   The Pistons took charge in the third quarter behind five three pointers by Atkins.  Detroit led for most of the quarter after overcoming three ties and four lead changes for a 2-point lead at the end of the quarter. The Pistons led by as many as 6-points in the final minute before an Earl Watson lay-up with one-second remaining ended the scoring in the quarter.

   In the fourth quarter Detroit cranked up the pressure in the first four minutes and built their largest lead of the game 7-points.  The Pistons got a big boost from Williamson who came off the bench and scored Detroit’s first 6-points of the quarter.

   The Supersonic’s bounced back in the next five minutes and regained the lead on a Gary Payton jumper.  Then with the game on the line and two minutes left Stackhouse drilled his first three pointer in eleven attempts to tie the game.

   The Piston’s never looked back down the stretch as they scored five out of the next 6-points for the victory.  Two Stackhouse free throws with less than three seconds to go slammed the door shut on Seattle.

   Chucky Atkins led Detroit with game high 23-points and Jerry Stackhouse collected 19-points along with 11 assists.  Corliss Williamson led the bench brigade with 17-points and Jon Barry added 11.

   Rashard Lewis and Gary Payton both led Seattle with 21-points.  Payton also had 15 rebounds and 12 assists.  Brent Barry chipped in 17-points and Vladimir Radmanovic added 11.

