SAGINAW ARTHUR HILL GIRLS CRUSH NORTHERN VIKINGS IN REGION #8 SEMI-FINALS
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by Don Talbert

  The Saginaw Arthur Hill (SAH) girls crushed the Northern Vikings 76-31 in Region #8 semi-final round at Northern tonight.  Perennial power Northern suffered its worst Regional loss ever in a game against the Lumberjacks.

  7th ranked (AP Poll) (SAH) jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the 1st two minutes of the game and led for the entire quarter.  The Lumberjacks full court press was bothering Northern and caused four Viking turnovers on their first six possessions.

  (SAH) had its fast break working overtime in the next four and a half minutes when they built the first double-digit lead of the game.  With less than thirty seconds to go a jumper by Lumberjack junior My’esia Moore gave (SAH) a 10-point lead.

  The quarter ended after a driving lay up by Viking junior Chaniese Turner and the Lumberjacks holding an 8-point lead.  (SAH) was led by junior Kiah Douglas and Violet Lindsay with nine of (SAH)’s 17-points during the quarter.  The Vikings seemed to be their own worse enemy committing eight turnovers compared to two for the Lumberjacks.

  (SAH) pulled away in the 2nd quarter helped by a 14-0 run in the first four and a half minutes.  After a Turner basket at the start of the quarter Northern didn’t score again until less than four minutes remaining.

  The Lumberjacks went on to build a 21-point lead in the last thirty seconds after a jumper by Douglas.  On the Vikings next possession a Turner basket ended the scoring with (SAH) holding a 19-point lead.

  In the 3rd quarter the Lumberjacks had all but chased the six time state champions out their own gym as the lead climbed to 37-points.  (SAH) left little doubt about the outcome in the last 3:59 when the Lumberjacks almost shut down Northern’s offense with a 16-2 run to end the quarter.

  The Lumberjacks were crashing the boards along with dominating on both the offensive and defensive glasses and winning the battles for loose balls.  (SAH) seemed to be out hustling the Vikings all night and the Lumberjacks quick hands on defense were clogging the passing lanes almost the entire night.

  At the start of the 4th quarter the biggest question was when were they going to start the running clock.  Northern fought off the clock for almost two and a half minutes but a free throw by (SAH)’s 6’ 2” junior center Juanita Cochran with 5:39 left started the running clock.  The game ended with the Lumberjacks holding 45-point lead.

  Kiah Douglas led four (SAH) players in double figures with game high 16-points and Juanita Cochran collected 13.  Violet Lindsay chipped in 12-points and My’esia Moore added 10.

  Chaniese Turner led Northern with 9-points and Ariel Vincent chipped in 7.

