SAGINAW TROJANS SMASH MT. PLEASANT IN REGION #8 FINALS
March 05, 2008

Press Row Sports

by Don Talbert

  The Saginaw Trojans (23-1) boys smashed the Mt. Pleasant Oilers 69-39 tonight in Region #8 finals at Nap Lavoie fieldhouse.  The No.1 ranked Trojans made the game look easy after beating Mt. Pleasant for the second time this season

  Saginaw got off to a solid start in the first four minutes of the 1st quarter after the Oilers scored the first basket of the game.  A Nathan Hoyle jumper in the first fifteen seconds gave Mt. Pleasant their only lead of the game.

  Then the Trojans took over with an 8-0 run in the next three and a half minutes for their largest lead of the quarter 6-points.  The Oilers remained competitive for the next two minutes when Mt. Pleasant sophomore Trey Zeigler scored five straight points while cutting the lead to a point.

  Saginaw however cranked up the heat with their much-feared full court press and started to take charge.  By the end of the quarter the lead climbed to 5-points after two free throws by the Trojans Cortney Washington ended the scoring.  Saginaw’s defense forced seven Oiler turnovers in the quarter along with 0-5 shooting from the outside in the last two minutes.

  In the 2nd quarter the Trojans pulled away after holding Mt. Pleasant scoreless for the first six minutes while building a 15-point lead.  The Oilers missed their first nine shots from the outside and in the paint.  On defense the Saginaw was holding Mt. Pleasant to one shot.  The Trojans went on to score the last 6-points including a Mike Green jumper and built a 20-point lead by the end of the quarter.

  Saginaw continued to pull away in the 3rd quarter when they outscored the Oilers 22-14 building a 28-point lead.  Draymond Green led the Trojans assault on the basket with 9-points during the quarter.  Zeigler led Mt. Pleasant’s attack with 6-points including two free throws to end the scoring in the quarter.

  The Oilers were more competitive in the 4th quarter but it was too little to late while Saginaw completed the rout.  The Trojans left no doubt about any chance for a comeback with a 10-0 run and 33-point lead that ended with 1:48 to go.

  A three pointer by Mike Green ignited the Trojans run and a free throw sophomore Christian Vaughn ended the run.  The game ended with Saginaw owning a commanding 30-point victory.

  Draymond Green led Saginaw with game high 20-points and Mike Green chipped in 16.  Cortney Washington added 10-points.

  Trey Zeigler led Mt. Pleasant with game high 20-points.

