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  Tiger Woods became the first player in 23 years since Tom Watson 1982-83 to win consecutive titles at the always-tough British Open in Hoylake England.  Some Sports writers questioned Tiger’s focus after a nine-week layoff was blamed for him missing the cut at the 106th U.S. Open in Mamaroneck, N.Y. (June 15-18 2006).

  Woods seemingly invincible game was called into question after the death of his father Earl (May 3, 2006) and the layoff that followed.  Tiger’s poor showing during the first two rounds of the U.S.Open (76-76) led to him missing the cut in a major tournament for the time of his 10-year career.  

  Woods however managed to turn his game around this week in the British when he started with 67-65 in the first two rounds for a one-stroke lead.  Very few writers seemed to recognize that Tiger was 6-0 in major championships when he leads after two rounds or that he has won all 10 majors titles when leading going into the final round.

  When Woods failed to increase his lead going into the final round Sunday the all-star line up of Ernie Els, Phil Mickelson, Chris DiMarco and Sergio Garcia were being picked to dethrone Tiger.  By the end of the first nine holes DiMarco was the only all-star left.

  Then and by the end of the 12th hole a Woods bogy after his 4 iron shot went long, led to aspirations rising and the lead dwindled to 1-stroke.  Woods however recovered by the 18th with three straight birdies on 16th, 17th and 18th  to finish with an 18 under par 270 and his eleventh career major victory and 49th overall. 

  Not only did Tiger half to fight off DiMarco but Woods along with Garcia was also distracted by flashing cameras on more than one occasion when faced with critical shots down the stretch.  Now only 18 career major victories by all-time leader Jack Nicklaus stands in the way of the thirty year old Woods being the greatest golfer ever.

