VIPERS OVERPOWER

MICHIGAN K-WINGS

   The Detroit Vipers overpowered the Michigan K-Wings with a 4-0 shut out last Sunday at the Palace of Auburn Hills.  Detroit’s 13,844 fans saw the Vipers grab their first four-goal lead of the season and fourth shutout.

   Detroit came out in the first period and performed like all home teams should with a 2-goal lead to end the period.  The Vipers scored the first of two power play goals at the 1:21 mark.  Steve Walker registered his 14th goal of the season when he ripped a shot between the K-Wings goalie Mike Bates legs.  Walker took a cross rink fee from Eduard Pershin and launched it from just below the blue line.  Assists went to Pershin and Kaspars Astashenko.

   Detroit gave themselves a 2-goal lead late in the first period when they scored on the third power play opportunity of the period.  Matt Elich racked up his 8th goal of the season at the 18:54 mark when he wound up from the right wing, just below the blue line and blasted a shot across the goalmouth.  The puck hit the pipe and bounced in for the score.  Assists went to Dave Baseggio and Steve Walker.  The period ended less than two minutes later with Michigan holding a 7-5 shots on goal advantage.

   The Vipers continued their first period scoring pace in the second period with two more goals.  Detroit struck early in the period after Matt Elich intercepted a pass just below his blue line and skated down the ice after getting behind the defensemen.  Elich scored his second goal of the game 0:43 seconds into the period when he ripped a shot by Bales before he could get into position.  The puck sailed over Bales stick and into the top of the net for the score.  The assist went to Astashenko.  

   The Vipers scored the final goal of the game after Dave Baseggio poked the puck away from a defenseman at center ice.  He skated across the K-Wings blue line and spun around to shake the defenseman before scoring his 5th goal of the season, unassisted.  Baseggio blasted his shot by Bales 13:21 minutes into the period.

   In the final period Michigan attempted to avert the shut out in the last minute of the game. Detroit however, erased the K-Wings threat when they sent the puck out of harms way with ten seconds remaining.  Michigan ended the game with 25-17 shots on goal advantage.

